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Increase of 24 Per Cent in Pea Acreage Indicated 


Two hundred and two firms representing 75 per cent of the 
total acreage in green peas for canning in 1927, report an acre- 
age of 154,829 this year as compared with 124,261 acres in 1927, 
an increase of about 24 per cent, according to the June Ist re- 
port of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 

The following table shows, by states, the number of firms 
reporting, acreage reported, the increase or decrease from 1927, 
and the condition on May 1, 1927 and 1928: 
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The acreage of all firms for 1928, as indicated by the re- 
ports of the 202 firms, will be 207,570 acres, as compared with 
167,230 in 1927, 218,880 in 1926, 226,630 in 1925, and 226,590 
in 1924. 

Truck Crop Markets 


Shipments of 30 fruit and vegetable products increased 
during the week ended May 26 to 19,350 cars, according to the 
U. S. Market News Service, which was 3,400 cars heavier than 
a year ago. Shipments of potatoes, strawberries, and canta- 
loupes constituted about half the total volume. 

Georgia peaches are about ready to start, and the season’s 
output from that state is expected to be nearly 50 per cent 
greater than last year’s light crop. The tomato season is about 
to open in Mississippi and Eastern Texas. During the week 
East Coast of Florida output decreased to 410, while other parts 
of the state shipped 340 cars. Texas loadings increased sharply 
to 440 cars. First shipments were reported from Ohio. Im- 
perial Valley, with a record of 155 cars to date, has moved twice 
as many tomatoes as to this time in 1927. South Carolina was 
active in shipments of string beans, and North Carolina has be- 
come the leading source of green peas. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


Total this Total last Total 
season to last 
season 
Apples, 3: 


Asparagus, total 
California 
ae 
Carrots, 1928 season 
Cherries 
Peas 
Mixed vegetables 
Peaches 
Peppers 
Plums and prunes 


60 48 
(a) Unavailable 
Weather and Crops 

For the week ending May 29, according to the Weather Bu- 
reau’s weekly report, the temperature averaged from moderately 
below normal to much below quite generally from the Missis- 
sippi Valley eastward, the greatest minus departures occurring 
from the Ohio Valley northward and northeastward where the 
weekly means were from 5 degrees to about 10 degrees subnor- 
mal. Over the western two-thirds of the country the period had 
moderate warmth to unusually warm weather for the season, 
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S84 811 74 16,960 16,794 25,060 
3 173 206 41,t74 
68 49 100 1,708 1,139 2,818 
65 3 ! 68 1 5,983 
Strawberries 2,50 797 292 872. 7 89! 
String beans .......see0¢ 300 298 228 3,695 4,069 6,471 
Tomatoes 
Domestic shipments.. 1.273 1,333 1,991 8,051 11,801 32,615 
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the temperatures over large areas of the Northwest ranging 
from 6 degrees to as much as 11 degrees above normal. 

The weekly rainfall was moderate to rather heavy in the 
Southeast and Atlantic Coast States, except in restricted areas, 
and was rather generous in most districts from the Ohio Valley 
northward. West of the Mississippi River precipitation was 
scanty, with only a few limited areas receiving appreciable 
amounts. 

Truck Crop Prospects 

Snap beans.—Production of snap beans in the second early 
states is estimated by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics at 
1,587,000 hampers, compared with 1,484,000 last year. Produc- 
tion in the early states has been estimated at 1,608,000 hampers, 
against 1,788,000 last year, making the total estimated produc- 
tion for the early and second early states 3,195,000 hampers, 
compared with 3,272,000 in 1927. 


Business Conditions 


Measured by the volume of check payments, business dur- 
ing the week ended May 26, although lower than in the previous 
week was greater than a year ago, according to the weekly state- 
ment of the Department of Commerce. Wholesale prices, as 
measured by the general index, declined from the preceding 
week but were still well above the level of last year. Loans and 
discounts of Federal Reserve member banks averaged lower than 
in the previous week, but were higher than a year ago. Loans 
to brokers and dealers by Federal Reserve member banks in 
New York City receded from the high point of the previous 
week. Stock prices averaged lower than in the previous week 
but were considerably higher than a year ago. Interest rates on 
time money averaged higher than in either the previous week 
or the corresponding week of last year, while bond prices, re- 
flecting higher interest rates, averaged lower than in the pre- 
ceding week but were still above the level of last year. Interest 
rates on call loans averaged higher than in either prior period. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Total Miscellaneous 


Week ended May 19 

orresponding week, seve 

Corresponding week, 1926 .... 390,469 


Wholesale and Retail Trade in April 
Trade of wholesale firms in the nine lines included in the 
Federal Reserve Board’s index of wholesale distribution declined 
in April by more than the usual seasonal amount, and averaged 


h 
0 
d 
e 
n 
t 
t 
8 
y 
8 
1 
4 
nm 
5 
9 
6 
6 
0 
2 
4 
5 
5 
Merchandise 
261,446 347,395 
261,082 $44,456 
261,686 $72,916 
266,745 382,856 
e 
d 
ly 


992 INFORMATION LETTER 


nearly 5 per cent smaller than April last year. Smaller sales 
than a year ago were reported by firms in practically all sec- 
tions of the country. 

Stocks carried by wholesale firms, as measured in dollar 
values, averaged slightly smaller at the end of April than in 
yo oe for all lines from which representative reports were re- 
ceived. 

As compared with March, sales of groceries in April were 
7.9 per cent smaller, and they were also 3 per cent smaller than 
in April, 1927. For the first four months of the year sales of 
wholesale grocers were 0.6 per cent greater than in the corre- 
sponding period last year. 

Changes in the sales and stocks of wholesale grocers, by dis- 
tricts, are shown in the following table (increase or decrease 
(-) per cent) : 


Sales: April, 1928 Stocks: April 
District red with— d 


1928, 
with 


New York 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
Richmond 


Minneapolis 
Kansas City 
Dallas 
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Distribution of merchandise at retail declined in April and 


was in smaller volume than in April of last year. Sales of de- 
partment stores reporting to the Federal Reserve System aver- 
aged about 8 per cent smaller than in April of last year and 
those of mail-order houses were 3.5 per cent smaller. Sales of 
chain stores in several lines of trade were also below those of 
last year. 

Smaller sales in April, as compared with a year ago, were 
due in part to the fact that five Sundays in April of this year, as 
compared with four a year ago, resulted in one less business day 
and to the earlier date of Easter. April of this year also con- 
tained only four Saturdays, which is the busiest day in depart- 
ment stores, as compared with five last year. When allowance 
is made for the influence of these factors, the volume of trade 
of department stores was still slightly smaller than in April, 
1927, while sales of mail order houses and chain stores in sev- 
eral lines were somewhat larger. 

As compared with April, 1927, the sales of grocery chain 
stores showed an increase of 17.4 per cent. For the first four 
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months of 1928 the sales of these stores were 24.2 per cent 
greater than in the corresponding period of last year. These 
figures are based on reports from 27,988 stores in 1927, and 
28,865 in 1928. 


The Association’s Budget 


As noted in last week's Information Letter, the Board of 
Directors approved the budget for 1928, totaling $226,525.16, as 
recommended by the Finance and Executive Committees. The 
expected income of the Association from membership dues, col- 
lections from general fund, interest on Liberty bonds and publi- 
cation of directory is $219,579.94, and the cash on hand January 
14, 1928, was $16,721.09, making a total of $236,301.03. This 
does not include the expected proceeds from the disposition of the 
Association’s Georgetown property, the sale of which has been 
authorized by the Board. The following statement shows the 
authorized and actual expenditures for 1927, the proposed ex- 
penditures for 1928, and the actual expenditures to May 1 of 
this year: 


= 
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Authorized Expended Expended to 
1927 fo27 28 May 1, 1928 
Keserve Fund $15,350.00 
Board of Directors 000.00 14,954.86 
Finance and special com- 
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Traveling expense 
Convention 
Telephones, telegrams, etc. 
Printing, stationery and 
pone 000. 3,930.85 
Information Division .... ‘000. 10,994.53 ‘000. 4,008.76 
Home Economics Divi- 
sion 000. 3,319.51 2,770.42 
esearch, Information and 
Investigation 24,102,20 8,759.53 
Legal services, investi- 
gations 6,458.39 000, 2,744.76 
Bureau of Raw Products 
Research 14,941.05 
Physiological research .. 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Phystological research, 
special grant 000. 982.57 
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Legal department 
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of Sections 
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Ceneral expense 3. 
Special traveling expense 000. 4,769.75 
New building 34,776.27 
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‘ashington Laboratory. 
total) 600. 34,293.78 260. 11,501.49 
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Imports of Canned Tomatoes and Tomato Paste 


Imports of canned tomatoes in April were smaller than in 
March, and also less than in April last year. Imports of tomato 
paste, although somewhat larger than in March, were only about 
one-third of the quantity imported in April, 1927. The figures 
for the first four months of 1927 and 1928 as compiled by the 
Department of Commerce, follow: 


Canned Tomatoes Tomato Page 
Pounds Vv Pounds Value 


1,446,927 $132,515 


270;073 1328, 146, 1936 


1,350,961 4,998,524 499,075 


666,405 2,318, nee 219,000 
446,298 "p83, 266 56,268 
243,038 384,272 42,162 
265,842 435,923 43,661 


1,621,583 3,722,057 361,081 


Committee to Study Depreciation and Obsolescence 


As authorized by the Board of Directors on May 24, Presi- 
dent Nott has appointed a committee of five to study, with the 
cooperation of the different state associations, the subject of de- 
preciation and obsolescence. The members of the Committee ap- 
pointed by President Nott are: 

Frank Gerber, Fremont Canning Company, Fremont, Mich., 
Chairman. 

Leonard Wood, California Packing Corporation, San Fran- 
cisco. 

H. L. Cannon, H. P. Cannon & Son, Bridgeville, Del. 

E. G. McDougall, Libby, McNeill & Libby, Chicago, III. 

Roy W. Hemingway, H. C. Hemingway & Company, Au- 
burn, N. Y. 


Committee on General Advertising Named 


The Board of Directors at its meeting on May 24 authorized 
the President of the Association to appoint a committee, of which 
he should be chairman, to investigate the subject of general ad- 
vertising for canned foods. President Nott has named the fol- 
lowing as members of this committee: 

Roya! F. Clark, Central Wisconsin Canneries, Beaver Dam, 
Wis. 

James Moore, Snider Packing Corporation, Rochester, N. Y. 

H. L. Herrington, Utah Canning Company, Ogden, Utah. 


| 1921 
6,480,658 $14,841 936, 4 18,369 
Total 26,189,061 
1928 
Total 28,487,870 
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Leonard Wood, California Packing Corporation, San Fran- 
cisco. 
Howard A. Orr, Winorr Canning Company, Circleville, 
Ohio. 
Complete Fishery Products Statistics Issued 


The U. S. Bureau of Fisheries has recently issued as Statis- 
tical Bulletin No. 782, comprehensive statistics on canned fishery 
products and by-products for the United States and Alaska in 
1927. The bulletin, besides giving the output by states of both 
canned products and by-products in 1927, and the quantity and 
value of the output by classes of products for the years 1921 to 
1927, presents figures on the pack of the various products in 
each style of container. Following is a summary of the output 
of canned fishery products in 1927 as presented in the bulletin: 

Standard 


. Products Plan cases Pounds Value 
falmon: 
United States 1,504,451 72,213,648 $16,712,497 
Alaska 3,572,128 171,462,144 30,016,264 
Sardines: 
Maine and Massachusetts .. 31,553,100 
California 29 123,031,008 
‘Tuna and tuna-like fishes .... , 256, 30,139,632 
Alewives 10 21,327 1,023,696 
Alewlfe roe 
Shad 
Shad roe 
Miscellaneous fish, caviar roe 
and eggs a4 215,334 10,336,032 
Oysters 447,297 6,709,455 
Clam products 


12,281,658 475,655,039 $1,384,133 
a Exclusive of duplication 


Canned Sardines Twice Exonerated 


In eastern newspapers recently there was reported the death 
of two children in the South attributed to canned sardines, and 
the death certificate so stated. 

An immediate investigation was started by the Association. 
After three days’ work the investigator developed a lot of in- 
formation, and renewed interest was aroused in the case. The 
bodies of the children were exhumed and an autopsy was per- 
formed, the result of which has been the indictment of the par- 
ents for murder, due to the finding of arsenic in the children’s 
stomachs. 

Soon after, a New York City paper carried an item report- 
ing the death of an Italian, attributed to canned sardines. In- 
vestigation disclosed the fact that the only reason for ascribing 
the illness and death to the sardines was the fact that the man 
had been seen eating some sardines at the meal preceding his 
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illness. Fortunately, an autopsy was performed, which disclosed 
no evidence of food poisoning whatever and definitely fixed the 
cause of death as diseased condition of the arteries. 

In acknowledging receipt of the Association's report cover- 
ing the first mentioned case, the canner writes: 

“If there are any sardine packers down here who are not 
members of the National Canners Association, if it meets with 
your approval, we will be pleased to turn this report over to 
them for, in our opinion, it demonstrates that no sardine canner 
can afford not to be a member of the Association. A case like 
this will perhaps help to drive the matter home to them, for one 
never knows when a similar occurrence is coming up. 

“We wish to express our appreciation for the manner in 
which you handled this matter and if there is any way we can be 
of assistance to you down in this section please do not fail to 
bring the matter to our attention.” 


Increased Appropriations for Agricultural Research 


The Department of Agriculture in its estimate for the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 1927, asked Congress for increases in ap- 


propriations for research work totaling $4,157,887, and Con- 
gress granted $2,298,172. Included in the increases are a num- 
ber of items of interest to the canning industry. The follow- 
ing statement shows the amounts asked by the department for 
the items specified and the amounts appropriated: 


Estimate Appropriated 


State experiment stations under Purnell act 

Investigation of crown gall on nursery stock and crown 
gall survey 

Phoney disease of peaches in Georgia and adjacent states 

Study of new fungicides (spray residue work) 

Apple canker investigations in Pacific Northwest 

Diseases of snap beans and peas — for canning 

Curly-top virus disease of vegetables 

Blueberry investigation in Pouth Atlantic States 

Horticultural experiment station at Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Pre-cooling of fruits for shipment 

Cleansing of fruits treated with arsenical sprays 

Peach breeding work in cooperation with Leland Stan- 
ford University 

Breeding strawberries, raspberries and blackberries ° 

Production, standardization, improvement, and regional 
adaptation of vegetable crops for canning 

Food research 

Tests with arsenicals to devise better epraying schedules, 
as well as substitutes for lead arsenic 

Blueberry maggot studies in Maine 

Mexican fruit worm research 

Investigation of European earwig in Pacific Northwest . 

Investigation of vegetable weevil in California 

European corn borer research 

Insect pest survey 

Food and nutrition research 

Dietary studies and national survey of dietary habits.... 

Special corn borer research 


a Authorized to be expended from $10,000,000 appropriation provided by the Act 
ot February 23, 1927, for control of European corn borer, 
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6,000 6,000 
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10,000 10,000 

50,000 25,000 
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Home Economics Classes Visit Laboratory 


On May 28 two classes from the Department of Home Eco- 
nomics of George Washington University visited the Associa- 
tion’s Laboratory for the purpose of seeing the equipment in the 
new canning room. Each class was given a talk on commercial 
canning, illustrated with an exhibit of cans; and the use of the 
closing machines and other equipment was demonstrated. 

The classes expressed much appreciation of the opportunity 
to see the equipment and were very happy to receive the bulle- 
tin material of the Association, which they said would be very 
valuable for reference. 

It is hoped that contacts of this kind may be made more fre- 
quently in the future, for the interest of educational groups in 
commercial methods of food manufacture is very real and leads 
to valuabie contacts for both the consumer and the food manu- 
facturer. 


New Revenue Act as it Affects Corporations 


The Revenue Act for 1928 was passed by the Senate on May 
25 and by the Ilouse of Representatives on May 26. It was 
signed by the President on May 29. The income tax provisions 


thereof take effect as of January 1, 1928. The Association’s 
legal adviser has prepared the following statement regarding 
important changes or features of the new Act as it affects cor- 
porations. 

The rate of tax on corporations has been reduced from 13% per cent 
to 12 per cent (Section 13) and the credit allowed domestic corporations 
having a net income of $25,000 or less has been, under certain conditions, © 
increased from $2,000 to $3,000 (Section 26). 

Employers establishing or maintaining pension trusts which are ex- 
empt from taxation under Section 615 are allowed deductions of reason- 
able amounts transferred or paid into the trust during the taxable year, 
in excess of the contributions necessary to cover the pension liability ac- 
cruing during the year. (Section 23 (q) ). 

The installment sales provisions are more liberal than they have been 
in prior Acts. The amount of initial payment which the seller may re- 
ceive has been increased from 25 per cent to 40 per cent. (Section 44). 
Section 705 of the Act applies, retroactively, its provisions to installment 
sales under prior Acts. This provision will afford relief to those taxpay- 
ers who are in a position to take advantage thereof. 

Section 45 provides for allocation of income, and deductions by the 
Commissioner in cases of direct or indirect ownership of two or more 
trades or businesses. This provision is somewhat different from Section 
240 (f), Revenue Act of 1926. 

Section 142 permits consolidated returns for 1928 on substantially the 
same basis as Section 240, Revenue Act of 1926. 
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Section 141 of the Act, however, provides for the filing of consolidated 
returns for 1929 and subsequent years and contains provisions intended to 
eliminate many of the administrative difficulties which the Commissioner 
has encountered in disposing of affiliation under prior Acts. 

Section 118 (a) (12) fixes the basis for determining gain or loss of 
property acquired during affiliation. This provision is new. 

The new Act exempts from taxation voluntary employees benefit as- 
sociations (Section 103 (16) ). This section also contains exemptions for 
the various associations and organizations provided for under the exempt 
provisions of the earlier Revenue Acts. In addition, financing corpora- 
tions for farmers’ cooperative associations are made exempt. (Section 103 
(18) ). 

Accumulation of surplus by a corporation to evade surtaxes upon its 
shareholders is provided for by Section 104, which imposes a tax equal to 
50 per cent of the net income of the corporation for violation thereof. 
This provision is essentially the same as Section 220, Revenue Act of 1926. 
The radical changes therein which the House had originally made were 
eliminated by the Senate and the House agreed to the Senate’s provisions 
in conference. 

Earnings or profits accumulated, or increase in value of property, ac- 
crued prior to March 1, 1913, may still be distributed exempt from tax. 
(Section 115). This section contains provisions quite similar to those of 
Section 201, Revenue Act of 1926. The House had originally proposed 
to make all distributions taxable but the Senate rewrote this provision and 
followed in general the provisions of the earlier Revenue Acts. 

Sections 112, 118 and 114 of the Revenue Act of 1928 contain rules for 
the determination of gain or loss in case of distribution of property, in- 
cluding sales, exchanges, reorganizations, etc. They follow in general the 
provisions of the Revenue Act of 1926 in this respect but there are some 
new provisions. The last sentence of Section 113 (a) (7) is new. 

Section 275 (a) fixes two years from the date the return was filed as 
the period of limitation upon assessment and collection. The 1926 Act had 
a three-year period. Dissolved corporations may have prompt determina- 
tion and assessment of their taxes made by complying with the provisions 
of Section 275 (b). 

Section 277 provides that in cases where taxpayers appeal to the 
Board of Tax Appeals, the running of the statute of limitations shall be 
suspended as provided therein. 

Section 291 contains penalties for failure to file return and Section 
298 covers the 5 per cent negligence penalty in such cases and the 50 per 
cent of the amount of the deficiency penalty in cases of fraud with intent 
to evade tax. 

Section 311 covers claims against transferees and fiduciaries and sub- 
division (a) (3) thereof prescribes the statute of limitations applicable to 
such claims. 

Section 322 applies to the refunds and credits and contains provisions 
generally similar to those set out in Section 284, Revenue Act of 1926. 
The taxpayer, however, must file his refund claim two years from the time 
the tax was paid under the Revenue Act of 1928, 


i 
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In addition to the foregoing, the Revenue Act of 1928 contained many 
important amendments to the 1926 Act. See Title III thereof. 

Section 501 adds a new subdivision to Section 240, Revenue Act of 
1926, with respect to the statute of limitations. This provision is intended 
to eliminate the decisions of the Board of Tax Appeals in the Appeal of 
Cincinnati Mining Company, 8 B.T.A. 79. The provision is not, however, 
applicable in cases where the statute has already run. 

Section 506 amends Section 278 (c) and (d), Revenue Act of 1926. 
This applies to waivers filed after the expiration of the period of limitation. 
The validity of such waivers has been attacked by taxpayers in cases be- 
fore the Board and also in appeals to the courts which are now pending. 
This provision will strengthen the contentions of the Commissioner in such 
cases but subdivision (c) of Section 506 provides that the amendments 
thereof are not to be construed as in any manner affecting the validity of 
waivers made prior to the enactment of the 1928 Act. 

Section 601 makes some changes in procedure before the Board of Tax 
Appeals. 

Section 602 also makes a change in procedure before the Board in the 
case of transferee proceedings and provides that the burden of proof in 
such cases is on the Commissioner to show that a petitioner is liable as a 
transferee of property. The burden is not on the Commissioner, however, 
to show that the taxpayer was liable for the tax. The section also pro- 
vides for preliminary proceedings on application by the transferee which 
will force the Commissioner to produce evidence to show that the party is 
such, 

Suits to restrain the enforcement of the liability of a transferee or 
fiduciary are prohibited by Section 604. 

Section 606 contains authorization for final closing agreements. 

Section 607 provides that any tax paid after the expiration of the 
period of limitations properly applicable thereto shall be considered an 
overpayment and shall be credited and refunded to the taxpayer if claim 
therefor is filed within the period of limitation. In case of a refund to a 
taxpayer after the statute of limitations has barred the same, the Com- 
missioner is given authority to recover same by suit (Section 610). 

Section 611 deals with collections stayed by claims in abatement where 
assessments were made prior to June 2, 1924. This is an important sec- 
tion and careful consideration should be given thereto by all taxpayers 
who come within its provisions, 

Section 1106 (a), Revenue Act of 1926 is repealed as of the date of its 
passage. This provision had caused tax counsel and courts, as well as the 
Commissioner, much trouble. 

Section 701 contains general definitions. 

Section 702 and Section 703, although not relating to corporations, 
will interest parties who represent estates, and will in many cases form a 
basis for refunds. 

Section 704 is an attempt to clarify at this late date retroactively the 
provisions of the Revenue Acts of 1918, 1920 and 1924 with respect to the 
taxability of trusts as corporations. Any taxpayers who contended that 
they were taxable as a “trust” instead of an “association” (which has 
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been taxed for income tax purposes under the earlier Revenue Acts as a 
corporation) may benefit by this provision. 

The foregoing, it is believed, invites attention to the major points of 
change in the Revenue Act of 1928. It is suggested, however, that all cor- 
poration officers having charge of the taxes for their company should give 
some time to a careful reading and study of all the provisions of the Reve- 
nue Act of 1928. 


Supreme Court Refuses to Stay Rate Order 


The Supreme Court on May 28 declined to stay the order of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission reducing the rates on Cali- 
fornia fresh deciduous fruits from California to points between 
the Rocky mountains and the Atlantic seaboard except as to 
Wyoming and Colorado. This stay was asked pending the per- 
fecting of the appeal of the Ann Arbor Railroad Company v. the 
Intérstate Commerce Commission, which involves the constitu- 
tionality of the law on which the order was based. 


Canned Milk Production in April 


Manufacturers’ reports indicate that the April production 
of condensed and evaporated milk was 3 per cent below that of 
Jast year, while the production this year to date is about 2 per 
cent greater than in the corresponding period last year. Manu- 
facturers’ stocks on May 1 were 50 per cent heavier than in 
1927, but were practically the average for May 1 during the past 
five years. Unsold stocks on May 1 were four times greater 
than on the same date last year. 


To Investigate Federal Prisons 


An investigation relative to federal prisoners in federal, 
state and county penal institutions was authorized by the House 
of Representatives through adoption on May 29 of a resolution 
creating a special committee to consist of five members of the 
House to be appointed by the Speaker. 

Among other things this special committee is authorized 
and directed to make a survey of the employment of prisoners 
in the penal and reformatory institutions of the United States 
and of the several States; to gather information and statistics 
from reliable sources of the amount and kind of goods, wares, 
and merchandise manufactured, produced, and mined in such 
institutions: to ascertain to what extent such goods, wares, and 
merchandise come into competition with goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise manufactured, produced, and mined by free labor; and 
to determine how such prisoners can be employed regularly and 
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in what manner the goods, wares, and merchandise manufac- 
tured, produced, and mined by such prisoners can be best dis- 
posed of with the least disadvantage to free labor. 


Canned Pineapple Exports from Malaya 
Exports of canned pinapple from British Malaya in Febru- 
ary totaled 3,516 tons valued at $330,657 as compared with 
3,977 tons valued at $424,978 in February last year. Shipments 
to the United States amounted to 52 tons as compared with 175 
tons in February, 1927. 


Gold Coast Food Duties Abolished 


A report received by the Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce states that the Gold Coast 
Government has abolished, from March 1, 1928, duties on vari- 
ous foodstuffs, among which are included: Fish, (a) canned or 
preserved in jars or bottles; (b) dried, salted, smoked or pick- 
led, not in tins, jars or bottles; jams, jellies and preserved fruits; 
meat, canned or bottled ; milk, condensed or otherwise preserved ; 
vegetables, dried, canned or preserved. 


Norwegian Fish Canneries Have Dull Season 


The fish-canning factories in the Stavanger district of Nor- 
way have had a dull season during the first three months of 
1928, according to a consular report received by the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce. Practically no small herring 
(mussa) were canned during the quarter and owing to the un- 
satisfactory business in kippers in 1927, the quantity of spring 
herring taken by the factories to be packed as kippers was ap- 
proximately 40 per cent less than in the previous year. Canners 
report that about 50 per cent of this year’s pack has already 
been exported and although the volume of business done is con- 
siderably larger than in 1927, the industry takes little satisfac- 
tion in this showing, as profits are said to have shown no corre- 
sponding improvement owing to excessive local competition. A 
few canneries have been partly occupied in packing fish balls 
and fish cakes as well as spring herring in tomato sauce and 
bouillon. 

Exports of canned fish to all countries from the Stavanger 
consular district during the quarter totaled 15,368,000 pounds 
as against 10,815,000 pounds in 1927, or an increase of approxi- 
mately 50 per cent. Of these amounts, exports to the United . 
States totaled 5;085,000 and 10,226,000 pounds in the March 
quarters of 1927 and 1928, respectively. 
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Irish Free State Food Preservation Regulations Proposed 


The Minister for Local Government and Public Health of 
the Irish Free State has issued draft regulations on the use of 
p eservatives in food, according to a report from the American 
consulate at Dublin. These proposed regulations restrict the 
importation into and sale in the Irish Free State of food prod- 
ucts containing preservatives, certain coloring matters, and adul- 
terants, ond provide for the labeling of preservatives. With 
but a few exceptions these regulations are proposed to become 
effective on October 1, 1928. 

The definition of preservatives, the list of articles not con- 
sidered as preservatives, the schedule of foodstuffs with the 
amounts of benzoic acid and sulphur dioxide permitted, the list 
of prohibited colorings, and the labeling regulations are identi- 
cal with those of the United Kingdom, which have previously 
been reported. 


Prohibition of Importation of Baked Beans with Pork Into 
Germany 


On November 4, 1924, a law was passed (Reichsgestzblatt 
part I, page 734) reinstating the law of 1900 in so far as the 
importation of meat in airtight cans or similar containers was 
prohibited. This law had been cancelled during the war period 
by a decree of August 4, 1914. 

The reinstated law is being applied rather rigorously and 
even baked beans with pork are barred from importation on the 
grounds that the product contains meat, according to a report 
of May 15 from the American commercial attache at Berlin to 
the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 

Personal representation of a recent case of canned beans 
with pork to the Ministry of the Interior with the object of ob- 
taining permission of importation in view of the very small per- 
centage of pork contained in the product, which was added mere- 
ly as a flavoring agent, was of no avail, the official in charge 
maintaining that as long as the importation of such meat was 
prohibited it did not make any difference whether the quantity 
of meat in question was large or small. 

As there does not seem to be any chance of getting the law 
interpreted more leniently, the only alternative left to Ameri- 
can packers of baked beans with pork is to eliminate pork from 
the beans intended for the German market to avoid refusal of 
entry at the port of importation, or, if the market warrants it, 
pack the beans with pork in Germany as there is no restriction 
to selling baked beans with pork in this country. 
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Economic Aspects of the Pear Industry 


A comprehensive report on the economic aspects of the pear 
industry, by S. W. Shear, has been issued as Bulletin No. 452 of 
the Agricultural Experiment Station at Berkeley, Calif. The 
report discusses the chief pear-producing sections of the coun- 
try, the geographical distribution of the principal varieties, the 
trend of production in the more important sections, prices, mar- 
ket movements, relation of supply to prices, production of can- 
ning pears, exports, etc. In the summary of the bulletin there 
is the following statement with respect to the canned pear in- 
dustry: 

“The canned-pear industry of the country centers on the 
Pacific Coast, which section contributed about 90 per cent of the 
8.8 million cases of pears canned in the United States in 1925, 
utilizing nearly one-fourth of its total pear crop in this manner. 
The canned-pear output of Oregon and Washington has in- 
creased with amazing rapidity in the last two decades, the pack 
of the last two years being about thirty-five times the pre-war 
canned output. Less than 5 per cent of the national output of 
canned pears was packed in the Pacific Northwest before the 
war and about 30 per cent in the last few years. The average 
California, pack of over 2 million cases in recent years, which 
has constituted almost 60 per cent of the national output, has 
been almost three times the pre-war pack and has utilized about 
one-fourth of the total production of pears in the state. The 
quantity of pears canned in the United States as a whole has 
practically trebled in the last 15 years, while the population of 
the country has increased only about 23 per cent, and exports 
have little more than kept pace with the increasing pack. 

“With the outlook for a considerable increase in Bartlett 
pear production in both California and the Pacific Northwest in 
the next few years, it seems that the canned-pear output of the 
Pacific Coast will probably expand appreciably within a few 
years. Any considerable expansion, however, will probably cause 
a noticeable decline in canning-pear prices unless the demand for 
canned pears is substantially increased. Whether any considera- 
ble increase in the demand for canned pears can be profitably 
brought about is open to serious question, however, because of 
the continually expanding world output of other canned fruits 
and also of dried and of fresh fruits which compete with pears 
in both our foreign and our domestic markets. Our output of 
canned peaches, apricots, and Hawaiian pineapples is now about 
three and a half times its pre-war volume. Likewise the na- 
tional output of dried fruits, which probably compete with canned 
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pears, to a limited extent at least, has doubled within fifteen 
years. 

“The vital dependence of our canned-pear industry upon 
foreign markets is shown by the fact that nearly one-half of the 
United States pack has been exported in recent years. The im- 
port statistics of the United Kingdom, which country has taken 
about 90 per cent of our canned-pear exports (equivalent to over 
40 per cent of our national pack) in recent years, indicate that 
our exports, not only of canned pears, but also of canned peaches 
and apricots, have, in the last twenty years, probably increased 
at about the same rate as our canned output. Recently our ex- 
ports of canned pears to the United Kingdom have been practi- 
cally as great as those of peaches and over twice those of apri- 
cots.” 


Opportunity in Virgin Islands for Vegetable Growing 

The Virgin Islands offer a favorable opportunity for the 
winter production of such vegetable crops as onions, tomatoes, 
egg-plants and peppers for early-season marketing in New 
York, according to the report of the Agricultural Experiment 
Station on those Islands. 


Publications Noted 

Bacterial canker of tomatoes.—In Circular No. 29, an eight- 
page illustrated bulletin issued by the Department of Agricul- 
ture, is furnished information on the history of the Grand Rap- 
ids disease, or, as it has been renamed, bacterial canker of to- 
matoes. The bulletin gives a history of the disease, a discussion 
of its economic importance, a description of the diseased plants, 
characters for diagnosing canker, and suggestions for control. 

Pollination of Fruits —The Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion at Pullman, Wash., has issued as bulletin No. 223, a 22- 
page illustrated report on the pollination of deciduous fruits. 
The report covers apples, pears, peaches, sweet cherries, and 


Sweet Pepper Varieties 

As a result of several years’ tests by the Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station at Wooster, Ohio, the following varieties have 
been selected from a large collection of sweet or mild fleshed 
peppers as being the best in their respective classes: Earliest 
red—Harris’ Earliest; earliest yellow—Yellow Prolific; largest 
early red—Early Giant; largest early yellow—Oshkosh; ear- 
liest pimento type—Sunnybrook ; for stuffing—Oshkosh ; largest 
fruit—Chinese Giant. Where only one variety is desired for 
general use, Early Giant is recommended. 


